Why use wetlands as a term topic?
Calling all primary teachers in the Fens…
Wetlands and wildlife can be a fantastic context and theme for classroom teaching. The staff
at Project Godwit are constantly inspired by the Fen landscape in which they work and want to
share this with schools in the project area.
Our classroom pack aspires to showcase wetlands and the Fens as a focus for teaching your
primary subjects and to connect children to the wildlife and landscape around them. We want
to bring excitement, pride and a sense of ownership and real-life relevance to young people.
As well as offering outreach sessions to schools in the project area, we have created a
classroom pack containing:
•

Background information for teachers covering the wetlands and wetland wildlife of
the Fens, including Sustainable Development Goals chart and thematic curriculum
ideas

•

Curriculum links tables showing how the lesson plans in this pack link to the National
Curriculum in England

•

Lesson plans for Key Stages 1 and 2 in Maths, English, Science, Geography and Art
& Design

•

Ideas for classroom activities and wall displays for Key Stages 1 and 2, including a
Wonder Board review and assessment activity

•

Supporting materials including worksheets, colouring sheets and printable animal
cards and posters

Fen nature needs young people to help secure its long-term future, and young people need
nature for the same reason. We hope you and your classes will have fun discovering more
about local wetlands and wildlife!

How to use this classroom pack
Wetlands and the Fens are a treasure box of inspiration for classroom teaching. Humans and
other animals are naturally drawn to places where water meets land and these places spark
our imaginations, tapping into something special. If anyone needed one overarching reason
for bringing their local landscape into the classroom that could be it!

Aims of this guide
•

Provide a knowledge base for using wetlands and the Fens as a context and theme
when teaching your primary curriculum subjects.

•

Indicate how this can be done and how it will be engaging for your pupils.

•

Give you greater confidence about teaching these themes with a local dimension.

•

Look forward to a great future for local wildlife by nurturing a sense of the Fens as a
special place that young people feel is theirs.
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Being relevant and realistic
Although it would be lovely to do so, you do not need to be squelching around in the marshes
to be able to link wetlands and the Fens into your science, geography, literacy, maths and art
lessons!
For Geography and Science, using the Fens to investigate human and physical landscape
features, ecosystems, habitats, life cycles, adaptations and food chains makes a lot of sense.
By using local examples, pupils can continue their learning informally and make links with real
life encounters in their day-to-day lives. The wildlife on our doorstep is quite exotic in its own
special ways, and using examples that children could actually encounter in the local area
helps bring learning to life.
The Fens and wetlands theme also offers so much for creative subjects and literacy. Just ask
children to imagine different water sounds - rippling, gushing and dripping. Add a water vole
that plops into the water or a swan whooshing across the water as it lands, and you have
endless possibilities for descriptive and creative writing and art.
Of course, if you can visit local wetlands too, even better.

Young people and nature need each other
Nature definitely needs young people – to understand, care and take action for our wildlife.
This screams out from the two State of Nature Reports (2013 and 2016) published by 50
leading nature conservation organisations.
Do our young people need nature? Much research into the wellbeing and cognitive benefits of
our ‘connection to nature’ shows that it has multiple benefits for wellbeing, self-esteem,
attention and learning. Part of being connected to nature is having understanding and
knowledge about the natural world. Bringing the real, accessible, local landscape into
classroom learning can only be a win-win situation for young people and for the future of our
Fenland wildlife.
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The wetlands of the Fens are full of
plant and animal life, interesting
physical features, links to
historical events and people, and
natural wonders to inspire
creativity.
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Learning opportunities at a glance
The chart below gives a quick glimpse of classroom opportunities for using wetlands and the
Fens as a theme or focus.

Science
•
•
•
•

Life cycles
Food chains
Adaptation
Habitats and ecosystems

Geography
• Human & physical
geography
• Rivers and drainage
• Maps and plans
• Local area

Maths
•
•
•
•

Nature tallies
Bird measurements
Conservation data
Egg hatching statistics

History
• Bronze age transport
• Technology of drainage
• Land changes over time
• Making a living from
nature and farming

English
•
•
•
•

Citizenship

Art & Design
•
•
•
•

Camouflage
Colours in nature
How waders are built
Designing minibeasts

• Playing an active role as
citizens
• Local and global issues
• Taking responsibility
• Protecting nature

Wellbeing
• Connecting with nature
• Outdoor interests
• Sense of ownership for
local landscape
• Nature around school

Story-telling
Evocative words
Descriptive writing
News writing

Getting outside
•
•
•
•
•

Welney WWT
Prickwillow Museum
The Great Fen
Wicken Fen
Ely Museum

The following lesson plans are provided in this classroom pack with supporting electronic
materials available online for free download: www.projectgodwit.org.uk/get-involved/schools.

Key Stage 1
Science: Eggs and Life Cycles; Survival to Revival
Geography: Featuring the Fens
Maths: Nature Numbers
English: Wildlife Action Drama!
Art & Design: How to be Invisible (camouflage)

Key Stage 2
Science: Sneaky Beaks: Bird Adaptations
Geography: Humungous Sponges – Wetland Experiment
Maths: Eggcel Yourself
English: Nature News
Art & Design: Hiding in Full View (patterns, camouflage)
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Topic:
Wetlands
Welney WWT / The Great Fen

Upper Key Stage 1

Prickwillow Museum of Fen Drainage

Lower Key Stage 2

Flag Fen visit and workshop

Upper Key Stage 2

Example thematic curriculum
Trips

World Wetlands Day; World water Day; World Environment Day; Earth day; National Nestbox Week; UK Bioblitz Week

Geography

History

Science

Maths links

Wider reading

Non-fiction
writing

Key texts

Nature sculptures – leaves, twigs, stones

Human and physical features of a wetland

Fen travel - skating, stilts, boats,
causeways

Life cycles - frog and godwit chick

Tallies, data, pictograms of minibeasts

Go wild on the river by Goldie Hawke

Profile of a wetland animal

Tadpole’s Promise – Jeanne Willis

Liu Bolin - hiding in the city artist

Animal camouflage painting or clay
modelling

Wetland in a tray - sponges experiment

Turner or Monet

Water and water-plants paintings

Water filtering experiment team challenge

Key events

Art

Andy Goldsworthy

The Wind in the Willows – Kenneth
The Lost Words – Robert Macfarlane
Grahame
Persuasive - importance of water
Write a brochure for visitors to the Fens
conservation
Nature poems, I am the seed that grew the
A long walk to water by Linda Sue Park
tree
Data handling, statistics – conservation
Daily measurements – rainfall,
data
temperatures
Bird migration project, local bird
Food chains on UK wetlands, habitats
adaptations
Windmills, pumps, draining the Fens for
Iron Age Fens - Flag Fen, Must Farm boats
farming

Artist

Music

Compassionate Class RSPCA interactive

Bird song investigation – listen and
compose

Learn traditional East Anglia Molly dances

Great Fen Quest computer game

Water-sounds orchestra, make instruments

Water conservation around the world

Dance – migration journey

ZSL Tricky Trawling sustainable fishing
game

Sea shanties and river songs

Make a rain gauge for the school grounds

Computing

Life cycles, dragonfly - mime and dance

Recycling and pollution control

Make pond skaters from recycled materials Make a windmill from recycled materials

PE

Safety around water

D&T

PSHE
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Project Godwit
What is Project Godwit?
Project Godwit is a five-year EU Life funded project that is aiming to secure the future of breeding
black-tailed godwits in the UK.
Black-tailed godwits are beautiful birds, iconic of the fenland landscape. They are declining rapidly in
mainland Europe largely due to climate change (fields are being mowed earlier and earlier,
destroying nests and chicks). In the UK, their previous stronghold, the Ouse Washes, now floods too
often for the birds to breed there. Pockets of wetland habitat have been created adjacent to the
washes to help them cling on but the population is now critically small (just six birds remained when
the project began). And at the Nene Washes, there is less flooding but an unnaturally high level of
predation is causing the population to slowly decline.
Project Godwit is addressing these problems by improving habitat, protecting nests, doing research,
raising local and national awareness, and something we call headstarting. Headstarting involves
collecting eggs from the wild (under license from the authorities), looking after the eggs in incubators,
hand-raising the chicks and releasing the birds just after they have learnt to fly. Protecting them
during this critical period allows us to release many more birds than would have survived in the wild,
therefore boosting the size of the wild population.
The project runs from August 2016 to December 2021.

Working with local schools in the Fens
An important part of Project Godwit is raising awareness in the local community and this includes
working with local primary schools by:
•

Offering in-school outreach sessions. For more information visit:
www.projectgodwit.org.uk/get-involved/schools

•

Giving classes and schools the opportunity to become Godwit Guardians – ‘adopting’ a
headstarted godwit and receiving updates as it’s spotted throughout its annual cycle. For
more information visit: www.projectgodwit.org.uk/get-involved/godwit-guardians

•

Providing a pack of information and materials to teachers on how the wetlands of the Fens
can be used in the classroom to teach the National Curriculum (this pack! Downloadable at
www.projectgodwit.org.uk/get-involved/schools)
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This document is provided as part of the Our Wetlands Classroom Pack created by Project Godwit and available for free
download from www.projectgodwit.org/get-involved/schools.
Project Godwit is a partnership between RSPB and WWT with major funding from the EU LIFE Nature Programme, the
HSBC 150th Anniversary Fund, Natural England, the Montague-Panton Animal Welfare Trust and the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, through the Back
from the Brink programme.
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