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PROJECT OBJECTIVES
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PROJECT TIMEFRAME: 2016–2021

To maintain and enhance
breeding habitat
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To understand local and
migratory movements
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To increase support among
local communities

WHAT HAVE WE DONE IN YEAR ONE?

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN THE UK



3

To increase breeding success
in wild godwits

Fewer than 50 breeding pairs
Two key breeding sites: the Nene Washes
and the Ouse Washes, in East Anglia
The Ouse Washes, their former stronghold,
is no longer considered suitable for breeding
with just 3-5 pairs remaining, using adjacent
habitat at WWT Welney
The Nene Washes supports around 80% of the population
The main driver of decline is poor productivity (fledglings/pair)
Productivity is affected by spring flooding and predation
Project Godwit aims to secure the future of black-tailed godwits in
the UK through action, research & engagement at both key sites
Annual ● and 5-year mean ● productivity (fledglings/pair)
at the Nene Washes, 1999-2016

Black-tailed godwits need good quality wet grassland,
appropriate water levels and protection from high-levels
of predation. This year we…




Installed predator exclusion fences and gates
Created scrapes to enhance breeding habitat
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Completed feasibility and disease risk assessments
Collected 32 eggs from the Nene Washes – all pairs relayed
Released 26 fledglings near the Ouse Washes at WWT Welney









Monitored 33 nests at the Nene Washes
Radio-tagged 14 chicks at the Nene Washes
Deployed 16 geolocators and fitted 62 birds with PIT tags

To raise awareness, this year we…
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Breeding is being closely monitored at the Nene and Ouse Washes. To track local
and migratory movements birds are being marked with coloured leg-rings,
geolocators and/or passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags. This year we…
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Provided behind-the-scenes guided tours at WWT Welney
Launched the project website, Facebook page and Twitter

Nest survival was significantly better in areas protected by
electric fences and gates compared to areas with no exclusion
or gates alone. An increase in chick survival was also observed.
Daily predation rates (±95% CI) at the Nene Washes in 2017

Headstarting involves collecting eggs, rearing the chicks in captivity and releasing
just after fledging. This technique is being used to increase the small breeding
population at the Ouse Washes. This year we…
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Project Godwit is a partnership between RSPB and WWT with major funding from the EU LIFE Nature Programme, the HSBC 150th Anniversary
Fund, Natural England and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project aims to secure the future of black-tailed godwits in the UK.

Gates

Fence+gates

Productivity of the meta-population was boosted by
headstarting to a healthy 0.89 fledglings/pair.
Movements after the breeding season were tracked through
re-sightings of leg-rings with all headstarted birds seen
repeatedly and at multiple sites in the UK.
Awareness got a boost with the project covered by national and
local media and high-profile BBC television programmes.

KEY MESSAGE
Black-tailed godwits are in urgent need of help in the UK. Project
Godwit is a five-year, EU funded project undertaking action,
research and engagement at the UK’s key breeding sites with the
ultimate goal of increasing productivity in the long-term.
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To develop a UK-wide
recovery plan

KEY RESULTS OF YEAR ONE
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To supplement the population
through headstarting
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More information & contact us
www.projectgodwit.org.uk
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