Project Godwit
Black-tailed godwits are in urgent need of help in the UK. Project Godwit is a five-year, EU funded project undertaking
action, research and engagement at the Ouse and Nene Washes to secure the long-term future of this species in the UK.

Our objectives
Maintain & enhance breeding habitat
Understand local & migratory movements
Increase breeding success in wild breeding godwits
Increase support among local communities
Supplement the population through headstarting

What are we doing?
Headstarting

Habitat management

Headstarting involves collecting eggs from the wild, rearing the chicks
in captivity and releasing just after fledging. This technique is being
used to increase the small breeding population at the Ouse Washes.

Black-tailed godwits need good quality wet grassland,
appropriate water levels and protection from high-levels
of predation.

We are…

We are…

Collecting eggs from the wild, early enough for pairs to relay
Releasing between 25 and 60 birds each year until 2021
Sharing the technique with conservationists around the world

Installing predator exclusion fences, creating scrapes
and installing water pumps at the Nene Washes
Managing wet grassland sites adjacent to the Ouse
Washes protected from flooding

Develop a UK-wide recovery plan

Monitoring & Tracking

Increasing support

To help godwits we need a better understanding of their local and
migratory movements, and when breeding fails, the reasons why.

To increase support for black-tailed godwits and raise
awareness of the importance of wetland habitats.

We are…

We are…

Closely monitoring nests
Marking the population with coloured leg-rings
Deploying geolocators and other tracking devices

Providing behind-the-scenes guided tours at WWT Welney
Spreading the word on our website, social media & in the press
Running events for local groups and local schools
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To find out more visit www.projectgodwit.org.uk
Project Godwit is a partnership between WWT and the RSPB with major funding from the EU LIFE Nature Programme, the HSBC 150th Anniversary
Fund, Natural England and the Heritage Lottery Fund, through the Back from the Brink Programme. The Ouse Washes and the Nene Washes are
Special Protection Areas under the EC Birds Directive and part of the Natura 2000 network, the largest network of protected areas in the world.

